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John 1:9-18 

The verse John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” is a touchstone of the 

Christmas season, read and recited every year during Advent and Christmas; remembering and 

celebrating that Jesus was not just a person, but a physical manifestation of God, the Word who 

created the world. But what is the impact of this embodiment? The rest of this passage, which 

is not as commonly recited, starts to define WHY this incarnation is so important. 

            

God’s people already had the law through Moses, they already inhabited the world that God 

made, so what was missing? Verse 17 explains, “For the law was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ.” This passage tells us that through Jesus Christ’s “fullness 

we have all received, grace upon grace.” This phrase “grace upon grace” evokes the image of a 

cup already overflowing, with more being poured on in an unending stream. It is not the mere 

presence of Christ on Earth that is significant, it is that his presence ushers in the abundant 

grace of God, full of grace and truth, to us all. 

 

When I reflect on this grace upon grace, it feels like a sweet and tender gift. Christ is described 

as being active in these verses “coming into the world” and giving the right to become children 

of God. For us, his people, the actions laid out are simple; believe and receive. To receive the 

grace upon grace that comes from Christ’s truth is simple, although it may not be easy. In a 

time when we are often attempting to prove to others our worth through the words and 

actions we share, to faithfully believe God’s truth and receive the grace of Christ might be the 

opposite of our instinct. Just as we prepare our homes for visitors and graciously receive 

Christmas presents at this time of year, let us prepare our hearts for Christ, and allow ourselves 

to receive his presence, truth, and unending grace. 

 

Is there a particular area of your life where you long to receive the grace of God? 

 

God, full of truth and grace, we are grateful for your gifts and blessings, grateful that the Word 

became flesh to dwell among us. God, help us to believe that you are for us, and to receive your 

love and grace as the foundation of our identity as your children. And let that identity serve to 

encourage us and to drown out the noise of busyness and comparison that the world can bring. 

It is in Christ’s name that we pray, Amen. 
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